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Abstract
This paper attempts to establish ways in which school libraries can be used to achieve quality
inclusive education in a recessed economy. Inclusive education is a process of enhancing the
capacity of the education system in any country to reach out to diverse learners, irrespective of
their status, character or disabilities, while economic recession is a period of decline in
economic activities of a country. This paper emphasized that school library has a vital role to
play in the inclusive education programme. School libraries should help disabled people to
obtain special reading materials so as to integrate them into the mainstream society and
removing the barriers which exclude disabled people from getting adequate and effective
information service from the library. The paper further looked at effect of economic recession on
school library development and quality inclusive education in Nigeria. The paper identified
challenges of school library toward providing inclusive services to people with disability such as
lack of skilled manpower, lack of properly trained personnel and poor funding. The way forward
to ensure quality inclusive education in a recessed economy were for school library to prepare
ahead of time so as to avoid problem in developing school library for quality inclusive education
in Nigeria and also ensures disabled people have unrestricted access to life changing
information they need to participate actively in the larger society. It was concluded that school
library should run an inclusive library system to ensure disabled students, were not left out of
quality education programme of the government.
Keywords: Inclusive education, School library, Economic recession, Special needs people,
Disabilities.

Introduction
Education has remained a phenomenon that could not be toyed with in a forward looking
society. It is an instrument that fuels national development. Okiy (2012), noted that education
involves the development of the whole person intellectually, psychologically, socially,
vocationally, religiously or morally. Therefore, education is seen as integral part of national
development. Mensah (2011) noted that education is a process through which people are
formally trained to acquire knowledge and skills. In this regard, formal education comes from the
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training received from established schools from basic levels to tertiary levels. Through this
process of education, people are expected to acquire knowledge and skills and hence specialize
on specific fields of study in various universities, polytechnics and colleges of education. It is
this knowledge that allows people to contribute meaningfully to national development. Hence,
national education policy and the national development plan of almost all the African states
emphasize on the right to quantitative and qualitative education for the African children
irrespective of their status or disability. In the educational system of any nation, the relevance of
the library can never be relegated to the background, because it is offering unprecedented access
to information in all kinds of format.
Library and education are two vital institutions of socialization and perpetuation of the
human race. The two cannot be separated in all-round development of a child. Education as am
result of knowledge imparted develops abilities, attitudes, behavior and technical know-how, and
the agency responsible for acquiring, disseminating and imparting this knowledge is the library.
The provision of library services is therefore crucial and indispensable to both the primary and
secondary education system. Libraries are established to advance the course of education.
Library objectives; they both aim at producing intellectually developed and complete individuals
in the society. Thus, libraries exist to promote and complement educational process.
Provision of information and information resources is very vital in any society. Getting
access to right information at the right time is very essential because an informed individual has
better chances of doing things differently and achieving excellent results. Information is
supposed to be made available to every individual irrespective of social or economic status,
region, country or even physical appearance or disabilities. However, some individuals are most
times left out in the information world and they are those with disabilities. In this part of the
world, the disabled are mostly not considered when planning on projects such as building
schools, hospital, sport complex, libraries and so on. Despite their disability, some individuals
still want to achieve their dreams and aspirations by getting educated in schools just like other
normal children. Disability ranges from been physically deformed to been mentally retarded. The
United Nations secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (n. d.),
revealed that about six hundred and fifty million people which represents about 10% of the
world’s population live with a disability of different forms. Such disabilities vary from
2

deformity, total or partial blindness, paralysis, hearing problems, or mental retardation among
others.
The World Health Organization (WHO) and World Bank (2011) stated that disabilities
are of various types and that is a term that covers several parts such as impairments, activity
limitations, participation and restrictions (Bickenbach et al., 2011). For any nation to develop,
educating the young ones is of outmost importance. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF,
2009) averred that a school is under compulsion to render services to students without
considering gender, religion, ethnic differences, family status, physical abilities and mental
abilities or disabilities. Schools are meant to be child friendly. It should be a place where the
atmosphere is conducive for learning and where their needs are met. UNICEF (2009) posited that
where these are absent, then the school should not be termed as friendly. Epp (2006) as
corroborated by Russell and Huang (2009), stated that libraries possess the potential needed to
provide meaningful assistance to users with disability. They further asserted that libraries are
considered as a leveler in terms of socioeconomic differences and providing resources to people
who might not find it comfortable to visit places like the library because of the stigmatization
they often face. However, Dequin, Schilling and Huang (19998) reported that the attitude of
librarians towards disabled patrons can help in no small measure to reduce anxiety. This was
reported after the researchers had under studied some librarians and found that over fifty percent
of the respondents held slightly positive attitudes towards disabled patrons. This shows that
interacting with persons with disabilities is a positive way of ensuring that these persons
maximize the use of the library since they are human and definitely have information needs.
School Library and Inclusive Education in Nigeria
It no gain saying that school libraries form a vital part of the world’s system of education.
School libraries provides information resources through books, films, computers or internet,
recording microforms, CD-ROMS and other media knowledge that have been accumulated
through the ages. Every school therefore needs a school library, even if a good public library is
nearby. There in every school, teachers and students need to use the library materials in the
teaching and learning process. Fayose (1983) wrote that “the library is rendered essential for
every intellectual institution, it is really essential and necessary for the primary school, since it
constitutes a big and rare treasure”. He proceeded and quoted Jean Mace as saying that “the
3

supplement of the primary school is the constitution of libraries. The first one is the key but the
second one is the residence”. It has also been stated that “the library is a basic element that leads
to education and to the spiritual culture of students” (Onadiran, 1997). The Federal Government
of Nigerai acknowledges the importance of school libraries when it states in its National Policy
on Education (1981) that “libraries are one of the most important education services. Every state
Ministry of Education needs to provide funds for the establishment of libraries in all educational
institutions and to train librarians and library assistants for the service”.
It should be emphasized that school library has a teaching role in the education
programme of the school. The teaching role comes up in the areas of imparting the library skills,
study skills including planning with the subject teachers, class projects and its involvement in
curriculum or lesson planning. This view was corroborated by Apotiade (2002) who identified
the educational role of school library as encouragement of reading habit, development of
student’s ability to learn from books. He went further to state that school libraries are; “to
provide books and other information materials that will assist students in the use of library
resources and encourage recreational reading by providing newspapers, magazines, books on
sports, adventure, hobbies, folklores and fiction”. In their own view, Nyam and Guraj (1999)
described the role of school library as the provision of information for educational research,
planning and recreational purposes. They also viewed school library as essential to the
establishment of school itself which should be seen as integral part of the educational process
and not just seen as an outside agency. Furthermore, he described the means through which
school library contributes to spread education, complement teacher’s work, and provide
education to those without teachers. These are through;
i.

Provision of primary school children with learning resources such as educational
facilities, both in print and non-print, which they can use at the end of the school day and
during vacations.

ii.

Provision of secondary school children with information assistance in homework and this
may include children’s encyclopedia, journals, magazines, tapes, records and cassettes.

iii.

Provision of specialized resources for governmental activities through creation of a
“special document” section in the library and;
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iv.

Provision of recreational and continuing educational facilities such as games, films and
filmstrips, slides, tapes records, and cassettes, fiction and non-fiction books.
Moruf (2015) also submitted that school library assists teaching by storing instructional
materials such as textbooks, audio-visual materials, magazines, newspapers, journals and
reference materials. It is the function of the library to support the school curriculum by
providing up-to-date information to keep teachers and students abreast of new developments.
The library also promotes the development of reading skills and encourages long-term
learning habits through reading, listening to and viewing a variety of materials. The library is
the powerhouse of the school and it is an integral part of the school system. In spite of the
value of libraries in schools, it is an acceptable fact that there are very few schools with
libraries, hence the need to establish and equip school libraries across the country for quality,
equitable and inclusive education in Nigeria.
School Library Services for Equitable Inclusive Education for Students with Special
Needs
Inclusive education is a process of enhancing the capacity of the education system in any

country to reach out to diverse learners, (Ajuwon, 2012). The basis of inclusion is that special
needs pupils have a right to the benefits of a full school experience, with needed modifications
and supports, alongside their peers without disabilities who receive general education. Today in
Nigeria, special educators, parents of students with disabilities, policy-makers and other
stakeholders continue to debate the benefits and challenges of this education paradigm (Ajuwon,
2008). The discussion have been shaped largely by the principle of inclusion, which stress that
ordinary schools should cater to all children and young people, regardless of their circumstances
or personal characteristics.
People with special need have the right to receive the best library services just as other people do
(Alemna, 1995). Thus, the school, public or university library, whatever the case is obliged to
serve these individuals and help them obtain special reading materials as well as offer the same
service that the rest of the community enjoys. If the disabled people are to join and be integrated
into the mainstream society, the way the society is organized must be changed. Removing the
barriers which exclude disabled people such as prejudice, bias and stereotypes towards the
disabled, the inflexible organization procedures and practice, in accessible information,
5

inaccessible transportation and inaccessible buildings are depicted by environmental
modifications. In this vein Sebba and Ainscow (1996) opined that schools (educational
institutions) of which the library is one should restructure their environments and methods of
organization to accommodate disabled children with special needs and different learning speeds.
For inclusive library service to be functional, libraries will play a functional role in the
communication of information by making published materials available in electronic form. A
well run inclusive library system and a good educational system is a prerequisite for offering
everyone a genuine opportunity to learn about our society and its background, to improve
themselves and grow personally.
1.

Personnel Services: Deployment of staff at least one from each department to act as
readers to handicapped students. Adina (1995) talking from experience in Access and
Syracuse University had it that handicapped students showed strong preferences for
oral readings.

2.

Circulation Services: Libraries offering inclusive library service should provide

alternative

application/registration forms. Some possible alternatives are application which

can be completed in Brailles. The application form should as well be formatted in a way that it
can be completed using computer machines or type writers. Provision should be made
for surrogate/proxy borrowing. Telephone renewal and use of telephone to order or
book for reservations in an ideal service in inclusive librarianship.
3.

In America and Europe, some libraries offers special extended due date or borrowing
privileges to senior citizens, same should be offered to patrons with disability. This is
because, they have difficulties in obtaining regular and reliable transportation to the
library.

4.

Special parking facilities and ramps to provide access to library reading rooms; plug-in
listening aids for the deaf; special constructed toilet facilities for the disabled and electric

typewriters.
Furthermore, in order to ensure that school libraries form a party to quality inclusive
education, Allen and Hughes-Hassell (2010) opined that it is of a great necessity for librarians to
be knowledgeable about special needs and also make it an easy task both for these students and
6

the school librarian. Since librarians are information intermediaries, they can serve as a bridge to
improve the quality of life and academic achievement of students with special needs It should be
noted that treatments can also be included as a part of school library service delivery. Adebyo,
Zubair & Ogunsol (2018) opined that school library can deliver efficient service to children
suffering from any kind of special needs in the following ways:
1.

Provision of appropriate electronic media: Playing action video games for 12 hour not

involving any direct phonological or orthographic training improves reading abilities in some of
the children with special needs. This could probably be because of the children focus so much
while playing the games hence, their attention skills are improved generally. This skill is also
naturally extended to their reading abilities. This findings was corroborated by Blaesius and
Fleck (2015) when they discovered that after exposing children to 15 minutes of playing video
games, there was a significant decrease in the number of reading errors, indicating that a short
session is sufficient to stimulate attention abilities. The school library have an area an area
dedicated for playing of video games as part of provisions for special need children. Introduction
of music in the library could also be very beneficial to some special need students. Music and
language have common mechanisms. Bonacina, Cancer, Lanzi, Lorusso and Antonietti (2015)
exposed fourteen (14) students to bi-weekly individual sessions of rhythmic reading training
(reading exercises with rhythmic in the background) and it was found that there was
improvement in reading speed and accuracy. Text to speech and scanning tools may also be
installed on computer systems in the school library. There are software which converts text to
audio format which are read out loud. In a library that has been digitized, catalogues, articles,
directories and even ebooks can be converted to speech. Examples of this software are Ivona,
Zabaware text to speech reader, Acapela group virtual speaker, text speech pro, audio
bookmaker, TextAloud, Read and Write Gold, Kurzweil 3000, Natural Reader etc.
2.

Provision of electronic reference and study materials: the existence of materials in

electronic format allows a multi-sensory environment which is much easier for students with
special needs. For instance, an electronic dictionary eliminates the need to spell topics being
searched for neither is there a need to know the alphabetical order.
3.

Provision of appropriate reading resources: It should also be noted that school

libraries can also provide coloured overlays to ease visual stress. They are coloured
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transparencies used with reading materials in printed form. They are however restricted to
reading alone. The dyslexic font can also be used for printed materials as much as possible and
also used for signage. The signage should be created in all corners of the library as well as bold.
4.

School library could make use of pictograms: It is usually advisable to provide

pictograms to reduce reading difficulties for some of the special needs students. This according
to Grant and French (2017) is because some needs students such as dyslexics experience
difficulties when trying to read complex materials that they are expected to remember in a short
period of time. Use of pictograms helps these sets of students to retain the memory of what
he/she has seen and this helps to eliminate the problem of loss of memory.
5.

School library staff training: Availability of the right resources in a school library for

people with special need is very important, however, this is not the ultimate. Library personnel
should build capacity in order to have knowledge of how to make the resources available to the
library users. Library Staff should be aware of difficulties special needs students may face while
making attempt to use the library and they should be proactive in terms of tackling these
difficulties. There must be constant training and re-training of school library staff to keep them
abreast of new developments on how to serve their users. The library staff needs to be friendly,
accommodating, ready to help without discrimination, have ability to discern and read users
body language and emphatize with users most especially the special need students because they
might be difficult to deal with (Adebayo, Fagbohun, Osayande & Owolabi, 2015).
6.

Environment: The environment in which a special need students will thrive must be one

that is serene. There must be limited noise, proper lightning as this helps to make reading less
boring and cumbersome. Bold signage are also important as this acquaints the dyslexics to each
section of the library.
Furthermore, while constructing school libraries service policies, school librarians should
maintain a perspective of diversity to ensure the school library is a safe and comfortable place
where all students irrespective of status or disability feel welcome to access information and
participate meaningfully. School librarians should verify that the backgrounds and conditions,
and should also take measure to ensure all students are able to attend and participate in events in
school libraries (Burgstahler 2011). Attainment of qualitative education requires improving on
teaching, learning and educational administration (Vision, 2010). This in turn requires a well8

equipped school library into the educational system, for it is common knowledge, globally, that
library plays a vital role in promoting such an improvement.
Effect of Economic Recession on School Library Development and Quality Inclusive
Education
There is general understanding that the term refers to a period of decline in economic
activity. Very Short periods of decline are not considered recessions. The NBER defines a
recession more broadly as “a significant decline in economic activity spread across the economy,
lasting more than few months, normally visible in real GDP growth, real personal income,
employment, industrial production, and wholesale-retail sales. A recession begins when the
economy reaches a peak of activity and ends when the economy reaches its trough”. (IMF,
2009). From the above definition, Emmanuel (2016), judges that, “Nigeria is experienced
economic recession in 2016, when her first and second quarters growth in 2016 are –0.36% and 1.5%”. Benjamin (2017), also sees recession as a phase of economic cycle which occurs after
two consecutive quarters of negative growth. This exhibits low output and investment, abnormal
increases in unemployment due to massive retrenchment, falls in the availability of credit
facilities, fluctuation in exchange market (instability in exchange rate), liquidity and downsizing
and dismiss as well as reduced amount of trade and commerce. From the above, economic
recession can simply mean economic recession especially when government owned institutions
are shielded under the guise of TSA (treasury single account), which leads to shortfalls in the
payment of salaries, non payment of annual increment and accumulated promotion arrears for
many years, poor infrastructure, among other factors would definitely cause a lot of harm to the
sector.
In Nigeria for instance, National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) announced on August 31
2016 that Nigeria had officially slid into recession after negative growth in the first two quarters
of the year. The NBS explained that the economy has been battered by low oil prices which is
the mainstay of Nigeria economy. This however truncates government revenues, weakening
national currency driving up inflation to an all-time high. In the second quarter of Editorial
‘Breaking News; Chiejina 2015) These provisional figures, looking at the economy, in all
ramifications, shows a steady relative decrease and the lowest level of capital imported into the
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economy on record and would also represent the largest year on year decrease in two consecutive
quarters therefore supporting the conclusion that our nation has slid into recession.
By all accounts, the profession of librarianship is not immune to this catastrophe or
compounding economic collapse. Indices portend that we are falling hard and fast. As of August
2016 the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) declared a 13.3% unemployment rate (Punch
Newspaper Aug 31/16) across the nation rising from 12.1% in the first quarter 2016 to 13.3% at
the end of the second quarter representing the worst unemployment rate since 2001 (National
Bureau of Statistics NBS unemployment/Under-Employment Watch Q1 2016). Librarians
represent a fraction of the unemployed population. So while the nation is suffocating under the
weight of economically unworkable terms, the library is cowed under harsh economic
environment of lean development and stunted-growth with devastating effects on her workers
and non-workers alike. The current high rate of inflation without a correspondent rise in
employment or even a rise in salaries of workers show that Nigerian populace can no longer cope
with life as was the case in time past.
It is also important to note that economic crisis has drastically affected the quality
inclusive education which school library development forms part. Libraries across the country
during recession have their purchasing power dropped and as a result, it has affected the
purchase of books and educational materials and the exodus of learners from more expensive
schools to less expensive ones since school library can no longer afford it. There is also the
reduction in recruitment of librarians and other personnel needed for quality inclusive education
library service delivery. Massive retrenchment of librarians was recorded, most especially
private ones where they maximize profit. Poor library environment as it is not conducive due to
library poor funding.
Undoubtedly, lack of funds stands out as the number one problem in school library
development. In view of this, most library are left with no option rather than to source for funds
to maximize whatever has been given. Nonetheless, due to global economic crisis, the high
prices of library resources make them out of reach to most libraries in view of the high rate of
foreign exchange brought about by the unfavourable economic situations. It is also evident that
the government also suffers from the same crisis as they find it difficult to release grant,
allowances, purchase of books, subscription for journals needed for inclusive quality education
10

curriculum delivery, staff training through workshops, conferences and seminars as well as the
rate of renovation of dilapidated buildings. The rate of unemployment in Nigeria is upsetting, the
pace of scientific and technological advancement is slowed down, the improvement and solution
on environmental problems for the use and convenience of man becomes elusive. All these point
to the economic crisis in the nation which needs to be tackled (Bamigboye, Ede, & Adeyemi,
2016).
In this regard, all libraries have a unified primary responsibility of providing information
for all forms of development. The services offered by librarians in the various types of libraries
are needed for viable economic policy formulation by policy makers; economical revival, and
ultimately national development. Typically economic development is most commonly defined as
the creation of jobs and wealth, and the improvement of quality of life. Randal (2004) cited from
Micheal (1990) described economic development as a process that influences growth and the
restructuring of an economy to enhance the economic growth, modernization, equitable
distribution of income and national resources and social economics transformation for improved
living standard of people through the use of country’s human, natural and institutional resources
(Brooks, 1990). A nation that is unable to provide itself good things of life because of its limited
knowledge of science and technology, culture, norms and social organizations, is said to be
under-developed, whereas nations that are in the fore front of acquiring, improving and applying
human knowledge, science, technology and humanities in making available the highest possible
standard of living to its citizens are said to be economically developed (Todaro, 2005).
Challenges of School Library to Provide Inclusive Services to People with Special Needs
The challenges of inclusive library are enormous but not insurmountable. The end result
of providing an enabling environment should be the decisive factor. The problems of inclusive
library services as identified by Alemno (1995) are follows:
1.

Lack of skilled manpower to produce the material needed by the handicap may result in
poor production of the materials. This also affects operation and maintenance of
equipment needed for inclusive library services.

2.

Lack of properly trained library personnel. This problem originated from the library
schools. The curricula of most library schools are geared towards conventional
11

librarianship. Library staffs are therefore often unable to attend to the needs of the
blind.
3.

Importation often poses the problem of obtaining materials that do not bear any
relation to the culture and background of the students.

4.

Another problem identified by Alemna, (1995) and Mba (1982) is offering library
services to the handicap are architectural barriers. Most of the older school libraries
were built before the era of inclusive education. Therefore such barriers as staircase,
high book shelves narrow doorways and lack of elevators are still prevalent in some
libraries. These obstacles can be extremely frustrating, it not impossible for the
handicapped to cope with.

5.

Inadequate fund is yet another problem militating against effective school library service
to the handicapped. The material and equipment need for efficient services to the special

need students are very expensive to procure.
6.

People’s way of thinking need to be changed. Development initiatives can come from
both able and disabled if all are provided with a favorable condition to perform.

The Way Forward for School Library Development to Ensure Quality Inclusive Education
in a Recessed Economy.
Since economic recession is just a period of economic downside and it is expected to last
forever, school library need to prepare ahead of time so as to avoid any form of hiccup in the
development of school library for quality inclusive education in Nigeria. For instance, in the
past, a rise in the population of people with disabilities who use libraries might not have had
impact on libraries because of lack of transportation, educational opportunities, prejudice and
communication barriers, but in recent time the situation is changing. Also Velleman (1990) saw
this situation as changing today because technological advances are creating new opportunities
for the print disabled, and people with disability are greatly attending regular public schools and
at the same time rightfully expected the same library service as others. Therefore school libraries
are expected to give them access to life changing information they need to participate actively in
the society. This may not cause much, only a slight modification in the way things are done in
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the area of school library building structures, the environment around it, furniture, personnel and
collection development policy.
School library building should be modernized with needs of disabled people in mind.
Emerging buildings should include ramps and lifts for easy movement, good lightening within
the library building, special car parking facilities and construction of special toilet facility for the
disabled. Carter (2002) recommends and explains that it is important to use a universal design
that would work for users of all abilities rather than simply reacting to the last minute when a
user needs to be served. There is the need for special adaptation of the environment at the
libraries for all the physically challenged to access the library resources. The shelves should be
of moderate size, offering access to all.
Collection development policy should be amended to include materials for the people
with special need. These materials include communication devices for the people with difficulty
in reading such as word board which can be as simple as words written on a piece of paper that
the user points to, to communicate. Jaws, a text reader for the blind users, through this requires
extensive keystrokes. The key strokes should be taught students on orientation so as to enable
normal students help disable ones at will. Plug in listening aids for the deaf, electric type writers,
wheel chairs etc.
Libraries should repackage information and learning materials so that the final product
meets the skill level of student (De Angelis, 1987). This they can do by taking on the role of
providing alternative format books including in house creation of alternative format, to make
original print books equally accessible to users with disability. Alternative format can include
various formats such as analogue audio books on CD, print books that can be scanned, Kuzweil
3000 is software available in the market that can help the handicap. Some can turn on lights and
open doors when asked. There are others that can turn writing into speech (Drake, 1999). School
libraries should also procure e-books for use in the library. Headphones should be procured to
help students listen to the audio books and magnifiers provided for the visually impaired.
Conclusion
School libraries should adapt to changes being born out of social, digital and economic
challenges and especially changes born out of this economic constraints. Being able to adapt and
13

think creatively will allow school libraries to develop valuable initiatives and become long
lasting and be able to weather the storm of economic recession. Now that budget cut is
commonplace, government, school principals, non-governmental organization and education
stakeholder must recognize school libraries not only as partners in educational development but
begin the process of her integration into policy strategies for inclusive quality education for
people with special needs in our schools. In the realm of consortia services, one would think that
tight economic situation would persuade libraries to cooperate to their mutual benefits in areas of
personnel, cooperative acquisition. ICT Infrastructure, timely access, resource and operational
savings. Strong potential for resource sharing enables participating libraries to leverage shrinking
budgets, learn from one another, build better tools with each other and serve their users better.
Changes in the profession are coming at a very fast pace both in magnitude and diversity. School
libraries are confronted with structural challenges and a rapidly changing educational
environment where majority of users are skilled and closely knit technologically. The
professional librarian must be proactive and keep abreast with latest developments in their field
before they can render quality service to clients even in the face of limited resources. Finally,
libraries are meant to be child friendly. It should be a place where the atmosphere is conducive
for learning where their needs are met irrespective of their background, gender, religious and
ethnic differences, family status, physical and mental abilities or disabilities.
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